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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

7K method for facilitating financing of new technology, comprising: 
maintaining a host computer connected to a global computer network for receiving, over 
'said network from remote computers, information describing purported advances in technology; 
accessing said host computer to obtain said infofmation; 

performing an evaluation of said advances4n technology to determine, for each of said 
advances, a fixed monetary amount to be contributed in exchange for a unit of equity in a 
prospective technology development venture to develop the respective one of said advances; and 
transmitting, over said global/computer network to preselected computers, identifications 
of said advances together with r^pective values of the determined fixed monetary amounts. 



2. The method denned in claim *; further comprising operating said host computer to 
receive, over said nejrfrork ixovci^^^s^^i^^i^^ preselected computers, respective bids for 
desired numbers /f units of eqdity in the technology development ventures. 



he method defined in claim 2, further comprising: 
/setting a maximum number of units of equity on which bids may be made for each of said 
ady^nces; 

operating said host computer to automatically tally totals of units of equity bid for each of 
said advances; and 

for each of said advances, operating said host computer to transmit a bidding termination 
signal to each of said preselected computers upon the attainment of the respective maximum 



^niimberafTfiTtfrH'equity. 
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4. The method defined in claim 3, further comprising operating said host computer to 
automatically advise said preselected computers, over said global computer network, as to the 
respective numbers of units of equity subscribed to by each of said preselected computers. 

5. The method defined in claim 3, further comprising operating said host computer to 
automatically record, for each of said advances, identities of the preselected computers which 
submitted bids for units of equity in the technology development venture associated with the 
respective advance, also comprising operating said host computer to record, for each of said 
advances, numbers of units subscribed to by the bidding ones of said preselected computers. 

6. The method defined in claim 1 wherein said identifications and said respective values 
are transmitted in encrypted format. 



7. The method defined in claim 1 wherein the transmitting of said identifications and the 
respective values of the determined fixed monetary amounts is undertaken via said host 
computer. 




sinologies, 



comprising: 



^ \. y g. A business method for enhancing investment in new teg 
selecting a predetermined number of potential^^^esfors; 

transmitting, to said potential investors, investment opportunities each comprising an 
identification of purportedly new technology^tnd a fixed monetary amount to be exchanged in 
return for a predetermined unit of eqmtyAna prospective technology development venture to 



develop the respective technology; 



W07-424 




17 



receiving bids for units of equity from at least some of said investors; 
recording identities of the bidding investors and the numbers of units ofjquity bid; 
automatically tallying total units bid; and 

terminating bidding upon attainment of a predetermined-number of units bid. 



9. The method defined in claimj^wherein the transmitting of one of said investment 
opportunities to said potential investors includes operating a host computer to transmit the 
respective identification.and the respective fixed monetary amount over a global computer 
network to preselected computers each associated with a respective one of said potential 




10. The method defined in claim 9 wherein the receivmg^^aitfbids for units of equity 
includes operating said host computer to monitor messages^arriving over a global computer 



network. 



1 1 . The method defined irf^claim 10, further comprising operating said host computer to 
monitor information arriving over said global computer network, said information describing 
purported advance^m technology, further comprising selecting said prospective technology 
developme^ffventure from among the purported advances in technology described in the 
infqtfmition arriving over said global computer network. 



12. The method defined in claim^Kwherein the automatic tallying of the total units bid 
includes operating said host computer to add units bid by respective ones of said bidding 
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13. The method defined in claim 12 wherein the terminating of said bidding includes 
operating said host computer to transmit a bidding termination signal to the preselected 
computers associated with said bidding investors. 



14. The method defined in claim 9 whj^em^Iiereceiving of said bids for units of equity 




includes operating a host jomputer to monitor ^^s^^^rriving over a global computer 




network. 



15 * The method defined in claim 14 wherei^the^aufomatic tallying of the total units bid 
includes operating said host com^tepto^d^mits bid by respective ones of said bidding 
investors. 




16. The method defined in claim 9, further comprising operating a host computer to 
monitor information arriving over a global compl^^netwo^said information describing 
purported advances in technology^fi^^Tcomp^ing identifying said prospective technology 
development venture ftomamong the purpocfejpf&vances in technology described in the 





/ 



information arriving over said global computer network. 



17. The method defined in claim 9 wherein the terminating of said bidding includes 
derating a host computer to transmit over a glpbal^computer network a bidding termination 



signal to computers associated with'Said bidding investors. 
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